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PHOTOGRAPHY BY RONA DISTENFELD

Cowboys, greenhorns and families

ORSES AND RANCHING
are as much a part of Texas as
chili and boots, but you don’t
have to be a cowboy, or even
arider, to enjoy a guest ranch
when the list of activities is so extensive.

Mayan Dude Ranch has been cater-
ing to families for 50 years and keeps the
kids busy all day with everything from
cookie making to family Olympics.
There’s a pool and a swimming hole
complete with rope swing on the Medina
River. Evening entertainment may be
fireworks, a dance, floorshow (with audi-
ence participation), cowboy singer or
band. There’s a 50-minute ride each day
at an easy walking pace, and the horses
know the route, making it perfect for be-
ginners. The meals are sumptuous and
plentiful, and snacks, soft drinks, beer
and wine are available at no charge most
of the day.

The Flying L Guest Ranch is more
like a resort. The daily trail ride takes
guests on an easy walk that includes
crossing a creek or two, and when the
riding is over, they can go fishing, try
archery or enjoy the pool. There’s an 18-
hole, par-72 golf course with a pro shop
that includes the latest in computerized
tools for analyzing a golfer’s stroke. Kids
can have fun in the day camp, and
evenings feature campfires with s’'mores.
The resort-quality accommodations in-
clude spacious bungalows and condos
with well-equipped kitchens, washer/dry-
ers,and living areas with leather couches,
gas fireplaces and flat-screen TVs. Excel-
lent meals are served buffet-style in the
main building.

VWHEN IT’S ABOUT THE RIDE

If you’re serious about riding, there
are some great choices. The Bar H Dude
Ranch is also a working ranch with cat-
tle, bison and a large herd of riding hors-
es. Rides can be as easy or hard as the
rider’s skills allow, and visitors may even
get a chance to herd cattle or participate
in an overnight cattle drive. Accommo-
dations are basic but comfortable, and
locals come for the steak dinners. In the
fall, a corn maze is a popular attraction,
and the pool is popular in the summer.

The Running-R Guest Ranch offers
two different rides a day. The ranch abuts
the 5,500-acre Hill Country State Natur-
al Area, and some rides travel on the
trails there. The hour-long ride stays
mostly at a walking pace, which is great
for beginners. More experienced riders
can opt for a long ride, which lasts up to
five hours and can get more adventur-
ous. There’s a pool, and the cabins are
roomy, with small refrigerators and
porches that invite you to sit and relax.
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can find the perfect ranch getaway in Texas.

chuck wagon waiting. After a hearty
steak dinner cooked and eaten under the
stars, enjoy cowboy tunes around a roar-
ing campfire. Guests sleep in open-air
bunkhouses and wake to the smells of
cowboy coffee and bacon. The ride back
after breakfast arrives in time for lunch.
It’s an easy, relaxing adventure the whole
family can enjoy. There are also multi-
night rides and an American Indian pu-
rification ceremony led by a shaman.

If you’re at home in the saddle, the Sil-
ver Spur gives riders

more options than
most guest ranches.
There are easy walk-
ing trail rides for be-
ginners, lots of kid-size
saddles and lessons
for those wanting to
improve their skills. A
two-hour advanced
ride is available, and
intrepid riders can opt
for a multiday trail

The Dixie Dude Ranch may be the
oldest guest ranch in Texas. Come to ride
and sit by the pool, or be more adventur-
ous and get in on an overnight trail ride.
The one-night trip rides for about three
hours before arriving at camp to find the

Guest ranch getaways include a range
of activities, like river-crossing rides at
Flying L (opposite), cowboy breakfasts
at Running-R (left), cooling dips at the
Mayan (top) and learning to lasso like
a real cowboy at Bar H (above).

ride with meals served from a traditional
chuck wagon and tent camping. For
those who stay at the ranch, there are
well-padded couches, large sunny rooms,
comfortable beds with pretty quilts and
the largest swimming pool in the area.
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Buying a car?
ChecK out this little number.

= Great Low Member-Only Rates Apply today at
m Response Within 15 Minutes'
= Get Your Blank Check® Tomorrow aaacom
& Shop Like a Cash Buyer or call 1-800-699-1208

Loans provided by Capital One Auto finance. Annual Percentage Rates (APR) are 0.25 percentage points higher for telephone, fax or mail applications and 0.50 percentage points higher with invoicing options. Rates
are subject to change. Rates valid as of 3/16/06. *Response within 15 minutes during Capital One Auto Finance business hours: Monday through Friday 5 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday 7 a.m. to noon Pacific Time. Apply
after business hours and your loan will be processed the next business day. Capital One Auto Finance only provides refinancing for loans you have with other lenders. The rates quoted are for individuals with
excellent and substantial credit who apply online and select the automated payment option. Individuals with less than excellent credit may be offered higher rates or may qualify for the Capital One Auto Finance cus-
tom auto finance program. Loans not available in New Hampshire. Blank Check® is a registered trademark of Capital One Services, Inc. Copyright ©2003 AAA Club Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Smile more at
the gas pump.

With the AAA Credit Card.
When you carry the AAA credit card
you'll get up to a 5% rebate on all
your gas purchases made at the
pumpX* Just use your card everywhere
you shop for things like groceries, dry
cleaning, and dinner out. The more
you shop, the more you'll save.

Pay less for gas.
1.800.545.7899 @’7
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PLATINUMN PLYS

or visit aaa.com to apply today!
Mention priority code MEOF

*For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and benefits associated with the use of
this credit card, contact the card issuer, MBNA America Bank, N.A.: write to P.O. Box 15020,
Wilmington, DE 19850, visit online at aaa.com, or call toll-free 800-545-7899. TTY users call
800-833-6262. The 5% rebate for total gasoline purchases paid for at the pump each billing
cycle is capped at 2% of your total retail purchase transactions made during the same billing
cycle. Additional terms apply. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Asso-
ciation and is used by MBNA pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. MBNA and Platinum
Plus are service marks of MBNA America Bank, N.A. ©2005 MBNA America Bank, N.A.
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An on-site massage therapist offers a
menu of services to relax those muscles
you haven’t used in a while.

GOING NATURAL

The Hill Country Equestrian Lodge
provides an opportunity to learn natural
horsemanship techniques and experi-
ence the thrill of clearly communicating
with the horse as you ride. Visitors will

Before You Go

= Bar H Dude Ranch
(806) 874-2634 or
(800) 627-9871
www.barhduderanch.com

= Dixie Dude Ranch
(830) 796-4481 or
(800) 375-YALL (9255)
www.dixieduderanch.com

= Flying L Guest Ranch
(800) 292-5134
www.flyingl.com

= Hill Country Equestrian Lodge
(830) 796-7950
www.hillcountryequest
lodge.com

= Mayan Dude Ranch
(830) 796-3312
www.mayanranch.com

= Running-R Guest Ranch
(830) 796-3984
www.rrranch.com

m Silver Spur Ranch
(830) 796-3037
www.silverspur-ranch.com

groom the horse, take a lesson in the are-
na and ride on the center’s 200-plus acres
or on the adjacent State Natural Area’s
many trails. After a day of moving the
horse from a walk to a lope as smoothly
as breathing, relax on the porch of a
comfortable cabin and watch the horses
grazing just a few yards away. The cabins
have full kitchens stocked with breakfast
foods and snacks. When the stars come
out, spot constellations or make a camp-
fire.

Whatever you want a ranch getaway
to be, the options are as big as Texas and
you'll find it here. [

RONA DISTENFELD is a freelance writer
based in Austin, Texas, who lives, rides
and writes the Texas ranch lifestyle.
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