
CATCH A GLIMPSE OF BRIGHT
blue through the trees.Then another.Then 
I spot the birdhouse, a neat wooden box 
with a pitched roof, and I know I’ve found

the Keith Kridler Bluebird Trail.
Bluebirds are just the first sign of spring col-

or visitors will find in Mount Pleasant, Texas,
from February through May.Spend a morning
driving the Trail of Three Cities from Mount
Pleasant to Pittsburg to Mount Vernon, and
see pastures covered with crimson clover.

Round off a palette of primary colors with 
1 million yellow daffodils at Sleepy Hollow
Daffodils.This amazing showcase of more than
700 varieties is the largest daffodil trial garden

Blueberries,

bluebirds and

bluebonnets

are waiting 

for visitors in

northeast Texas.

II

By Rona 
Distenfeld
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Springtime BluesSpringtime Blues

Anglers won’t get a shot at gigantic catfish
Splash at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, but they can throw in a line for 
catch-and-release fish, like the trout this
young man just landed.
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in Texas. Peak bloom time is mid-February to
mid-April. Maps for all these sites are free at
the Mount Pleasant/Titus County Chamber of
Commerce.

Along with spring color, visitors will find
everything from fishing to flying to keep them
busy.This is lake country,and largemouth bass,
stripers, crappie, bream and catfish abound in
Lake Welsh, Lake Bob Sandlin and Lake Cy-
press Springs. No fishing permit is necessary
when fishing at Lake Bob Sandlin State Park,
and anglers will find an abundance of wild-
flowers in bloom, too.

COME SEE THE DUKE
Plane and train enthusiasts come together

at the Northeast Texas Rural Heritage Muse-
um, which features the Ezekiel Airship and
the Cotton Belt Depot. The airship, a flying
machine built in 1902, predates the Wright



Brothers’ plane.Train memorabilia,from
photos to station orders,will delight train
buffs.The museum also houses other ar-
tifacts of past centuries,including a work-
ing telegraph station and an 1890s steam
engine.

Fans of the Duke will love Legends &
Lawless Museum, a shrine to everything
John Wayne. Browse through old clip-
pings, photos, movies and memorabilia
of all types.

After a hearty dinner at Bodacious
Bar-B-Q, music fans can join the locals

for a Saturday night at the Pleasant Jam-
boree.Catch a diverse line-up of talent—
and maybe a future star (Lee Ann Rimes
used to sing here).

At the end of the day, head to The
Gatherings.This charming carriage house
is a full apartment that sleeps four and
provides lots of privacy. Join the hosts,
Rex and Patsy Lamb, for a delicious full
breakfast with homemade treats or have
it delivered to the apartment door. Then
spend some time just sitting in the bench
swing under the pecan tree, enjoying the
quiet of the 350 acres.

MORE COLOR IN GREENVILLE
From the biblical garden at the Ka-

vanaugh United Methodist Church to
the literary garden at the public library,
Greenville celebrates flowers. Join the
annual Master Gardener’s Tour to view
private gardens usually closed to the
public, or drive down Park Street and
view the blooms fronting the beautiful
historical homes. There’s always some-

thing blooming in the heritage garden
near the courthouse, too.

Just outside of town, the Paul
Matthew’s Prairie Preserve is 100 acres
of never-plowed land. It’s a haven for
wildflowers of all types and a serene
place to sit and listen to the wind blow.

Dairy Manor is the spot here for a
pampered retreat. This beautiful South-
ern Colonial house is a favorite wedding
spot,and the four bedrooms offer luxuri-
ous comfort (and high-speed Internet
service). Breakfast is a gourmet treat—
guests will see why so many brides, busi-
nesses and private parties have co-owner
James Horan cater their events.

BLUEBERRY HEAVEN
Blueberries love the sandy soil around

Athens,Texas,and so do the bluebonnets
and other wildflowers. Spring dogwoods,
azaleas, Indian paintbrush and countless
other blooms are a prelude to June,
when the first ripe blueberries are ready
to pick.

The berries at Echo Springs Blueber-
ry Farm are among the biggest, sweetest
and firmest to be found. Their unique 
flavor comes from the underground
springs used to irrigate the vines, accord-
ing to Texas A&M. Visitors should stop
by and fill a bucket (or several) and taste
for themselves.

A trip to the square in Athens serves
up more taste treats. After lunching on
the tasty wraps, pasta and sandwiches 
at Pendulum, be sure to visit New York,
Texas, Cheesecake Co. for dessert. One
bite and diners will see why the owners
ship cheesecake all over the country.

But there’s more to do here than eat.
Spring color abounds at the East Texas
Arboretum’s 100-plus acres of pasture,
marsh and swampland. Shady walking
trails make it easy to see it all.

Four miles east of town, the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center, touted as
the Bass Capital of the World, is home 
to 122-pound Splash, the largest living
catfish in captivity. Visitors can view 
paddlefish, practice casting and fish for
almost any native fish.

Stay in one of the private cabins at
Embracing Acres, and put all that prac-
tice to the test on its private,stocked lake.
Or walk the trails through the woods and
just enjoy the beauty of spring in east
Texas. 

RONA DISTENFELD is a freelance writer
based in Austin,Texas.
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Before You Go
 Athens Chamber 

of Commerce
(888) 294-2847
www.athenstx.org

 Bodacious Bar-B-Q
(903) 572-7860

 Dairy Manor
(903) 450-0545
www.dairymanor
.com

 East Texas Arboretum
& Botanical Society
(903) 675-5630
www.eastexas
arboretum.org

 Echo Springs 
Blueberry Farm
(903) 852-5277
www.echosprings
blueberryfarm.com

 Embracing Acres
(903) 677-3848
www.embracing
acres.com

 The Gatherings B&B
(903) 572-2264

 Greenville Chamber 
of Commerce
(903) 455-1510
www.greenville-
chamber.org

 Kavanaugh United 
Methodist Church
(903) 455-2869
www.kavumc.org

 Lake Bob Sandlin
State Park
(800) 792-1112
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

 Legends & Lawless
Museum
(903) 572-9416
www.legendsand
lawless.com

 Mount Pleasant/Titus
County Chamber of
Commerce
(903) 572-8567
www.mtpleasanttx.com

 New York,Texas,
Cheesecake Co.
(877) 698-9222
www.nytxccc.com

 Northeast Texas 
Rural Heritage 
Museum
(903) 856-1200
www.pittsburgtx
museum.com

 Pendulum 
Restaurant
(903) 677-8463

 The Pleasant 
Jamboree
(903) 572-2232
www.cmdent.com

 Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center
(903) 676-2277
www.tpwd.state
.tx.us/spdest/
visitorcenters/tffc

The Legends & Lawless Museum is
billed as a museum not to depict how
the West really was but to enjoy it 
like it should have been. It features
memorabilia from heroes, villains,
Texas history and actor John Wayne.
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